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ERK Mon, by "the ſand Author, intitled, 3 


ve 2 owſbip with the bleed Trinity. Preach 3 1 
2 eck ö a facramental Occaſion at Dunferm *- 
ine; and enlarged upon at a Solemnity of | 
the ſame nature at Dalkeith, 1766. e 
Ez Sor a i | ET, . 


| ſelf; to a tree, Hoſea xiv. 8; and therein the god 
are compared unto trees; the palm and the cedar 


it, Matth. xvi. 18; but alſo becauſe he dwells in it, 
1723 _ Pal. exxxii. 1.3, 14. The name of this houſe is 


Peau. xcii. J 


The relate ſhall flouriſh like the Nabe tree: 0b 
fall ow like, e, in Lebanon. Tec, 


HE bag of the book of — . 
T very familiar: therein God compares him? 


trees, 3s im the 12th verſe: The righteous ſhelf 
flouriſh like the palm: tree: he ſhall grow like a f 4 
dar in Lebanon. Verſe 1 3th, Thoſe that be planted in 2 : I 


_ the houſe of. the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the courts * 


our God. + Verſe 14th, They ſhall bring forth fruit . | 4 

in old age 4 they ſhall be fat and „ Yau; - 4 "2 M 

15th, Tu ſhew'that the Lord is uprigbt. i 
/t, In the 13th verſe notice the Sag fell S 

rightequs are planted in; they are planted in the Ig 

houſe of the Lord. Do they foring of themſelves BE 


No, they are planted, where? in the fields?" Mey. = 
no; but in the houſe of the Lord: that is, in 


church of Cod, 1 Tim, iii. 1 5. The church is 2 5 i, 5 E 
led. the houſe of the Lord, not only becauſe be hit 


e uml, the Lord is there, e 8 
8 = ” | . 
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Sod, as the God of of ſalvation... If you aſk, what it 
is to be planted in in the houſe 6 


| the church, by believing 1 in Chriſt, the head of it, 
= | Heb. xii. 24. They who are ingrafted into Chriſt, 
are added to the church, Acts. ii. 57. Obſerve, 


kept in: it is here promiſed, 


grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Lebanon was a moun- 
+ tain in the north of Canaan; once poſſeſſed by the 
 Hevites, and afterwards by the Iſraelites; on which 


the oaks of England are but ſhrubs compared with 
the cedars in Lebanon. Now, ſays the infallible 
_ Speaker, the righteous ſhalf grow, not like the 
=_ - thrubs'i in the wood, but like 4 cedar in Lebanon, 

. 2 cheurful themſelves, and in vogue, or eſteem: 
tdey ſhall be reſpected by thoſe about them. They 
call flouriſh; though not in outward, yet in in ward 
=: Daten though not in external, Vet in internal 
5 ornaments. They ſhall flouriſh, both in the inward 


"fr like the palm. tree: in ver. 7th, the wicked, 


gra, uch is ſoon withered; ſoon ripe and ſoon 
e whereas the N we are. ere is an ever. 


h 3 —— —— 
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Lord is every where; but he is there as a Bleſſing 4 


ofthe Lord? Tan: 
ſwer, It is to be made real and living members of 


20%, The good condition Ne e Ned be 


1. That they ſhall 'grow;: "The ern 0 | 


mountain grew cedars. A traveller informs us, that 


a% 


5 4 RH 2. That they (ball flouriſh; that ls, they ſtill 


comfort af their own ſouls, and in the credit of their 
1 _ profeſſion. © It is -obſeyyable; their flouriſhing” is 
5 I e thrice '' mentioned :* Ver. 12th, ey ſhall | 


the workers of i iniquity, are ſaid to flouriſh 7 as the 


nels, FOR. that it 


% 


Do 


— — 
FORE 


The bleſſed man's leaf ſhall not wither, Pſal i. 3 


Again, ver. 13. They ſhall flouriſh in the courts of 
dur God, that is, in the ordinances of our God, e- 
ſpecially the public ordinances: theſe are called the 


courts of our God, in as much as our God walks in 
them, and in as much ag in them we appear before 
our God, before the preſence of his grace: and 
hence, one day in his courts it better than à thou- 


| And. Farther, ver. 1 4th, laſt clauſe; ' They: ſhall be 
fat and. flouriſhing : their flouriſhing without is from | 
a fatneſs within; that is, from the health and vi- 

gour, the livelineſs and ſparkling of their ſouls to- 
. wards God. And how do they become. fat? Lan- 


ſwer, By cating the fleſti and drinking the blood' of the 


Son of man, John vi. 54. Whoſeever eateth "yl Aab, / 

and drinteth my blood hath. eternal life. - (0) 5 
3. That they ſhall be uit, verſe x4th, field 7 

claſs; They ſhall bring forth fruit in old age.” Nb 


trees of righteouſneſs, as they are called, Iſa. li. 9. „ 


ſhall not, like other trees, when they become old, 
leave off bearing; ; No, no: in old age they ſhall f 
bring forih fruit; chat is, their laſt days ſhall be their 
beſt days; and their laſt works ſhall be their bet 
works. As rivers, the nearer they come to the o- 


can, whither they tend, the more are their waters 


inereaſed: ſo, the nearer the righteous approach ti 
the ocean of glory, the more their hearts are fitted 
W the ipberitagee.” The gradation uſed in theſe 


0 


a 5 . * . 
thrives: under A _ 4 805 even RI ſtiall WR 
righteous flouriſh; They ſhall thrive even under 

 affliftion, Exod. i. 12. The more the Egyptians 
alflicted the Hraclites; the more they multiplied. 


E 
Wan is very remarkable. Their fruitfumneſs ſup- 
poles their flouriſhing ; that cannot flouriſh which 
grows not : and their growing ſuppoſes their being 
planted; that cannot grow which is not planted. 
We may obſerve two _— en * pro- F 
Wife, -.; © 4 
(1. That they belong not to mens ae Peate, * | 
their ſtate of juſtification but to their abſolute ſtate, \þ 
their ſtate of ſanctification: for the perſon, or per- 
| ſons, to whom they are made, are righteous, and  - 
ſo already in a juſtified ſtate, which is incapable of ß . 
augmentation; Ve are complete in him, Col. ii. 10. 
Juſtification is complete the firſt moment they be- 
lieve, Acts xiii. 39. In this reſpect they are perfect, 
but not ſo in reſpect of their ſanctification; nay, in. 
this reſpect - they are imperfect while in the body, : 
Phil iii: 10. The ſanctification of a believer is ca- 
pable of augmentation: and the promiſes here, be- 
ing promiſes of growth, muſt therefore belong to it. 
2.) Theſe promiſes belong to neui teſtament 
times, | goſpel times; called days of the Son of man, 
Luke xvii. 22. Pays of the glorious goſpel of the 
bleſſed God, coming with power on mens hearts, are 
days of the Son of man; and in theſe days, ſhall the 
hy Tighteous grow and flouriſh: In his days ſhall the 
 Rghteons flouriſh; and abundance of mare fo long 
4 the; moon endureth, Pſal. Ixxitl. 7 
It is the laſt clauſe of the 12th 1 I 255 chiefly 
4 0 view: from which I may deduce the bene 
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Door. The righteous man hall grow. lhe a cedar | 
We Lebanon. 8 


| The ay in which 1 ud YE divine aſt - 
uch, proſecute this doctrine, is the following. 


| 1 To enquire who is the righteous man. 
ap. II. What is that in which he ſhall grow, and 
EY what it is io grow. 

III. After what manner ſhall he grow. 

IV. By what means mall the righteous man grow. 
; V. Render the reaſons of the doctrine. 13 
7 VI. Apply the whole i in ſome inferences and uſes. 


* „I. We propoſed firſt to enquire, Who is the 
J* righteous} man ? Take the e deſeription or | 


; him. 
3 He i is one as receives Chriſt; To as many 
| as received him, to them gave be power to become the 
ſens of God, John i. 12. By receiving Chriſt he cloſes 
. with, and is united to him; and ſo becomes a Chris. 
1 | „ MAtian indeed. As the union of matter and form 


makes a body, the union of foul and body makes 42 
man; ſo, the union of Chriſt and man toget 
makes'a man a Chriſtian : and this union is the den, 
dation of communion with Chriſt i in his ighteonl. 
KW nes. Andfo, | 


5 


20h, He is one e has a juſtifoing Allen, 5 | 
'I in Chriſt, If. xlv. 24. Surely, ſhall one ſay, In the. 175 7 


| Lord "have 1 righteouſneſs and ſtrength : righteoul- 


"IR 4 neſs, for juſtification ; and ſtrength bor feln : . 
g 10 have I rightevuliteſs for ſanQtification Þ Not. 9, 
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| creature. | And what 


(4 


| in myſelf; not in my faculties; not in my heart | 


and free will ; not in my life ; not in my walk and 
converſation; not in my religious duties and per- 


formances: No, no, Rom. iv. 5. I come to Chriſt 
as one that is in myſelf ungodly; acknowleging that 
the righteouſneſs whereby I can ſtand before God, 
the Judge of all, is not in myſelf, either in whole 


or in part: and where is it then ?. tell us plainly: 
in the Lord only. In him have 1 righteouſneſs of 
nature : the holineſs of his human nature is imputed 


unto me; it is reckoned mine; it is my holineſs. 
In the Lord have I righteouſneſs and {fe : the obe- 


dience of his life is imputed unto me; it is reckoned 


mine; it is my obedience. In the Lord have 1 
righteouſneſs of death his death is imputed to me, 
it is reckoned mine; it is my death: 7 am crucified 


with Chriſt; in him I am the righteouſneſs of God : 


| I ama. righteous by his righteouſae s; by his obedi - 
ence to death: By the obedience of one ſhall Many 


be made een, „Rom. * 1 9 


wr We EY next to enquire, whar 3 s that in 


which the righteous man ſhall en ; ad what i it is 


dsa grows . 


1, It is called the new. man, Eph. i iv. 24. And 


the new man is the ſame. with: the ne- creature, 

Galat. vi. 1 5. in Chriſt Jeſus, neither circumciſion 

nor uncircumciſton 7 any. thing, but a new 
h 


e new creature? Lankwer, 
Ii is explained by the Apoſtle into faith whichwork. + 
i - oth 2a 225 Salat. v. 6. In * de neither 
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* 4, In, the Spiritual phablench * the aa as 5 4 
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| Jas Faith which 1 b Sets Of this creature 
we may ſay, faith in Chriſt is, as it were, the head Mm 
and ſove to God is, as it were, the heart. I here ob. 1 
ſerve, that the oppoſite to the new man is called te 
| old man, Col. ili. 9. And of this man we may ſay, 
| unbelief i is the head, and hatred is the heart. To 
grow, is to increaſe in the ſeveral parts of the new 
man; in every part of the new creature. I menti- 
on three or. four payes here. To grow, is to in- 
creaſe 51. | 
1. In kd foiritual knowledge of the. 3 „ 
ing, as Job, laſt chap. and 5th ver. I have leard x 
thee by the hearing of the ear ; but now mine eyes ſee  * 
thee. The knowledge he had of God before, was 05 
like that which a perſon hath of a thing by report? 
but the knowledge he now hath of God, is like that 
, which a perſon hath by eye ſight : : now he ſees what 
he heard of before. Hoſea vi. 3. Ve ſhall know ; we 
ſhall follow on to know ;. ſo we read without the if,. 
which is a ſupplement: = and. the meaning is, our 
knowledge ſhall be increaſed ; ve ſhall know more 
of God, Dan. xii. 1 5 


7 


David, Pſal. cxxxi. 2. My ſoul is even as a wank” 2 ; 
child. How? A child may be fretful when the 

mother is weaning it from the milk; but in a da 4 
or two, the fret is ouer; it can live upon ſtronger. 2h: - 
food: my foul was even like this child; it was fret. 
| ful when. God was weaning it from creature com- 
forts; but at length it ſubmitted to the PR ee 
fo; wp" at Rs nc vpn * 


£4 ; * ith 
- 


_  aphichis born of the Spirit, is ſpirit, i.e. Tpiritual; and 


| hence ſpiritual things are frequently firſt in their 


t 7 79 


in Vibe promiſes. Pfal. exix. 5. O that my - were 
directed to keep thy ſtatutes ! Ver. 10. O let me not | 
wander from thy commands! Fain would he be what | 
God would have him be: fain would he be ſubmiſ⸗ | 
on; all ſubmiſſion to God. 1 
3. In the ſpiritual tenderneſs of the conſeience, 1 
bs Joſepn; Gen. xxxix. 9. How can 1 do this wick. | 
edneſs, und ſin againſt God! Not only how [hall I, 
how dare 1! but how can I. Id non poſſumus, quod 
non jure poſſumus ; We cannot do that which we 
cannot lawfully do.” How can I do this, in a con- 
ſiſtency with the authority of God; in the ſeventh 
command? It is inconſiſtent with my duty to my 
God, who zg of purer eyes than ts behold iniquity 
approbation ;-and ſo he flies from adultery. The 
tts f e cOmirnee] is, Cu, Devs VIDET; 5 
Gul ſes. WOT She 
324. In the ſpiritual reghlavity of their? eftions: 
ve? viii. 4. They that are after the fleſh, do mind 
the things of the fleſh; and they that are after the 
fpirit, do mind the things of the ſpirit - that is, they 
- favour the things that be of God, John tit. 6. Tha? 


being ſpiritual, there is a ſuitableneſs in the faculties 
of their ſouls to ſpiritual things; and fo they are 
- pleaſed with them, as the eye is with colours, the 
' ear with ſounds, and the belly with meats: and 


thoughts, in the morning; 'ayd laſt in their thoughts | 
in the evening; and often in their thoughts through 
| erent ol My meditation of him ſhall be feveer. * FO of 
"Thus I toys to: grow, is to OP in the c ſeven I 


Day 


| park of the new man; 8 when ther 
creaſe in the ſeveral parts of the new 


an emblem of this we have i in the houſe of David, 
and in the houſe of Saul, 2 Sam. iii. 1. The new 
man, like the houſe of David, waxes ſtronger and 


ſtronger ; and the old man, like the houſe of Saul, 


waxes weaker and weaker,-—To.the ſame purpoſe. 


24h, It is called grace, John i, 1 6. Of his. ful. 
neſs haue aue all received, and grace for grace: that 


is, ſay ſome, grace in us, anſwering to the grace 
in Chriſt ;. as the impreſſion. upon the wax, there is 
point anſwering to point upon the ſeal :. or, grace 


for grace; that is, grace after grace; beginning grace, 
advancing and promoting grace. We here obſerve, 


that the oppoſite to grace is corruption, which the 
Apoſtle calls the fleſh, Gal. v. 17. The fleſh luſteth 


againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh; 
th eſe tuo are contrary: the one ta the other... 8 .To 2 
grow, is to increaſe in grace: and when there i is an 
increaſe in grace, there is a decreaſe in corruption 
grace eats into, and worms out the bowels of cor: 85 
ruption. This increaſe of grace is called the. in. ' "I 

creaſe. of God, Col. ii. 29. and it is ſo called, 8 


cauſe it is God that gives it: Paul may plant, 


Apollos may water ; . but God giveth the increaſe, 2 
1 Cor. iii. He giveth more e, Jam. iy, 8. 14.4 YR 
Wherever a gives true grace, he gives more grace 
and that by a new creating act: and hence, wen 
David prays for an #ncreaſe- of grace, he ſays, 


Paß li. 10. Create in me à clean heart renew-a 


, ; thin | 
will be-a decreaſe in the ſeveral parts of the old man: 


Ws Mut 2 10 me. A * * a new re 5 5 
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veeraliag act; and hence Paul 15 to the Galatians; | 


who both knew God, and were known of God, My 


. little children, of whom Itravel in birth apain, until 2 


Chriſt be formed in you, Gal. iv. 19. And ſo growth 
is a continued creation, a. continued regeneration. 


Th. xl. 31. They that wait upon the Lord ſhall re- 


new their ſtrength ; that is, they whoſe dependence 
is in the Lord, ſhall change their ſtrength, for ſo is 
the, word in the original; and it is a metaphor bor- 
rowed from thoſe who have change of garments for 
fundry days; ſome have a garment for the ſabbath- 
day, a garment for the work day; a garment for 
working, a garment for walking; a garment for 
ſummer, and a garment for winter: ſo, they that 


wait upon the Lord ſhall change their ſtrength: when 


they need ſtrength to fight the powers of darkneſs, 


they ſhall have that; when they need ſtrength to do 
exploits, they ſhall have that; when they need 


ſtrength to die, they ſhall have it: As thy days, fo 
Pall thy ſtrength be: and hence, in Eph. iv. 7. 
Paul ſays, Unto every one of us is given grace, ac- 


cording to the meaſure of the gift of Chriſt ;* that is, | j 


grace is meaſured out by Chriſt to each of us, in a 
fultableneſs to our need, and in a way becoming his 
munificence and e he gies . a 50 N 
wiſe king. 
For preventing miſtakes, I muſt here ſay, the firſt 
regeneration, and this continued regeneration differs: 
the firſt regeneration is a ſpecifical change, a change 


from nature to grace; but this continued regenerca-— 


tion is only a gradual change, a change from-a lower. 
to a higher mn of es. 38 2 n limner, in 


ns 
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1 „ 13 * 

! drawing the FO of any 4 be firſt u 7 I 
- rough. portraiture of all the lineaments of it; and 

then, by repeated ſtrokes of his pencil, he embelliſhes 
theſe, till he has rendered them complete. In the 
firſt regeneration, we are mere paſſives, as ſome 
ſay we will be in the perfecting of the good work: 
but in this continued regeneration we are not mere 
paſſives ; God therein, for ordinary, proportions his 
influences to our ſpiritual endeavours; and our 
thoughts work upon the means, as well as the 
means work upon us. Every man that hath this 
| hope in him, (viz. of being like Chriſt,) purifyeth him 
felf even as he is pure, 1 John iii. 3. Acti agimus ;: 
being acted upon, we act“. Song i 4. Draw me, 
we will run after thee + we will follow hard after 
thee, as the ſteel follows the Joadſtone. 


=. 


III. The third general head in the method was, to 


man grows. —=Fheſe, we think, are re, of | 
three kinds. 
1/2, The DRAG are the ted means of 
his growth: more particularly, #20 | 
1. The word read, eſpecially as Pr" is a 
mean of his growth. Paul ſays, Acts xx. 32. £ 
x commend you ta God, and to the word of his. grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you an in. 
heritance among all them that are ſactiſied. The 
word of God's grace is the goſpel ; and by the bleſ. 
ing of God upon it, it is able to build believers up 


rmertality and eternal. life are brought ta light 


enquire, what are the means by which the righteous 


in holineſs, and to give them an inheritance; becauſe 


n was”) 
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thereby; and the * She ge eme l fo is given 
therein. The word of God's grace, the go pel, as 


wuſed upon, is a mean of up- building. Pſal. i. 2, 3. 
le that doth meditate an the Lord's lau; (that is, in 
the law. of "typical inſtitutions, which were the goſ- 
pel of the fathers; or in the lau of faith, as the _ 
goſpel is called, Rom. iii. 27.) he, even he, ball 


be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 


bringeth forth his fruit in his ſeaſon. When God 
leads us through a variety of pleaſant goſpel truths, 
to chew the cud, (if I may be allowed the * 


upon one goſpel truth this day, and another to- mor 
row; yea, there is as much in one goſpel truth, as 


1s refreſhing for many, days; Log we. we are pour: 
ed, and fo built up. 


2. The ſacraments, eſpecially that of the 
is a mean of his growth, 1 Cor. x. 1 6. The bread 


which we break, is it not the communion ?, that is, 
is it not the /ign of our communion with Chriſt in 


his body, as broken for us? and the cup, or wine in 


the cup, which we bleſs, is it not the communion of 


the body of Chriſt? that is, is it not the /in of our 


communion with Chriſt in his blood, as ſhed for the 


remiſſion of our ſins? 1 Cor. xi. 2 4, 25. This bread 
it my body broken for you; that is, it is a ſeal to 


confirm you in the faith of this, that my body was 
broken in your ſtead : and this cup is the new teſta 
ment in my blood, ſbed for the remiſſion of ins unta 
many; that is, it is a ſeal to confirm you in the 


flaith of the legacies of the new ieſtament, eſpecially. 
the leading legacy, the remiſſion of ſin, ſecured by 
the ſhedding of my blood SI . 125 e 


goſpel are The A ee to God, as our r in- 
beritance; and the ſacrament! are like the infef?. 
ment in that inheritance: a ſacrament ſigniſies an 
oath; a ſealing ordinance is ſo called, becauſe there- 
in we not only ſwear to the Lord, that we will 
fight his battles; but he alſo therein ſwears to us, 
that he will beſtow all bleſſings on us; and thereby 
we are nouriſhed, and fo built up. © | 
|  2dly. The diſpenſations of divine providence arethe h 

occaſional means of his growth. Rom. viii. 28. We 
know that all things work together for good to them 
that Ive God. All things may be reduced to theſe ' 
two forts of things. There are proſperous things, 
and proſperous difpenſations, by the bleſſing of God, 
prevail againſt ſome ſins. ' There are adverſe things, 
and adverſe diſpenſations, by the bleſſing of God, 
prevail againſt other ſins, 2 Cor. iv. 16, 17. For 
which cauſe we faint not ; though our outward man 
periſh, yet our inward man is renewed day by day : 
for our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 

worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 


F | weight of glory. Hlere is the growth; the renewing 
= day by day, of the inward man, under the decays, © 


the periſhing of the outward ; yea, the decays, the 
periſhing of the outward man, contmb | 
growth of the inward : for our affliction works glory ö 

for us, inaſmuch as thereby God purges out ſin, 
the impediment of glory ; and in as much as God 
thereby occafions a vigorous exerciſe of grace, the 
beginning of glory: for it has this influence, while 

we look not at things ſeen, becauſe they are tem- 
1 but at the TP which are not Wa. RE 
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＋ 121 1 | 
* are ere. The Martyrs zeal for Chriſt 
was increaſed by eke Peter's courage was 


| Increaſed by the oppoſition of the high prieſt and ru. 
lers, Acts iv. 8, 9, 10.—Thus when the believers 


fleſh waſtes and wears off, he thereby gets new ſpĩ· 


rits, takes heart, and becomes the more vigorous 3 


and fo grows. 

34ly, The ſpecial MAS, of” the Spirit are the in- 
ternal means of his growth. Phil. ii. 3. It is God 
who wor eth in you both to will and to do of his own 
good pleaſure. The ordinances and diſpenſations of 
providence, of themſelves, cannot either infer or 
increaſe grace, but as they are accompanied with 
irreſiſtable influences of the Spirit; which are com - 
pared to the uind blowing on a garden, Song iv. 1 6. 
Awake, O north wind ; and come thou ſouth ; ' blow u- 
pon my garden „that the ſpices thereof may flow. out: 
for, as in 1 Cor. iii. 7. Neither is he that planteth 
any thing, neither he that watereth ; but God is every 
thing, who giveth the increaſe Here we would 


obſerve the following parriculars: 


1. The Spirit, by the ordinances and Alpenfaub 


ons of providence, working upon our hearts, makes 
us acquainted more and more with the laue of God. 


Rom. v. 5. The love of God is ſhed abroad in our 


hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt. The electing love of | 


God, the redeeming love of God, the adopting love 


of God, as to the ſenſe of it, is poured into our 
hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt, 1 John i. 1. Behold 


hat manner of love the Father hath beſtowed upon 


us, that we ſhould be called the ſons of God. In 


1 Samuel. xvili, 2 3. David fays to Saul's ſervants, | N 
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T 17 1 | 4: 
| Seemeth. 1 0 your a light thing to be a Ange DD, 
uu But what was it to be king Saul's ſon«in-Jaw, © 
to being a ſon in goſpel to God, the King of kings? © 
Now, when the Spirit gives us the ſenſe of the love 
of God, this makes us grow, Pal. xvii. 35. in meter, 
Thy kinduefs great hath made me grow. God's kind» - 
neſs in putting Chriſt into our-doing and dying room, 
and in pardoning all our ſins, enlarges our hearts; 
and when our hearts are enlarged, we run in the 
way of God's commands? The heart enlarged with 4 
the love of God, is nue ai to the wheels of out r¾ 7 
bediencſce. 1 
2. Lhere e as Spirit, bat the ee | 
and diſpenſations of providence, working upon our 
hearts, makes us acquainted more and more with the 
Chriſtof God. John xvi, 1 4. Chriſt ſpeaking there ß, 
the Spirit, ſays, He ſhall gloriſ me, for he Joalt 
receive of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you.. And 
when the Spirit ſhews Chriſt unto us, this makes us 
grow. In 2 Peter wi. 18. | the Apoſtle ſpeaks of 
growing in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Men may grow in moral 
virtue, without the knowledge of Chriſt; but men 
cannot grow in grace, without growing in the know- 
ledge of Chriſt. Chriſt being the object of grace; 
the Object muſt be known, before aby art can be 
© exerciſed about it: and as the object is cleared up, | 
the acts about it are the more intenſe; as the more * 
= fuel the fire is ſupplied with, the beat will be the 
more ifitenſe :- and ſo the faſter a man grows in the 
knowledge of Chriſt, the faſter he grows in grace; 13 7 
ms as an 2 Chriſt hath grace for ” 2 
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1 threatnings we may know God, 
knows another by his back: but by the promiſes, we 


gut, ſo it hath faith in its root; and according to 
the degrees of our faith in Chriſt, ſuch will be the 


c 18 


degrees of our other graces: according to the thriv- 


ing of our faith, ſuch will be the thriving of our o- 
ther graces. 


Out o, his belly (that is, out of his heart,] ſhall flow 


John. vii. 38. He that believeth in me, 


rivers- of . Fuing water ; that i is, the egreſs and out - 
goings of all other graces. ' Faith is the firſt link of 
that golden chain of graces, in 1 Tim. i. 5. It is 
like the noble Centurion, who ſays to one, Go, and 
he goeth ; to another, Come, and he cometh. 
3- I would obſerve, that the ſaving knowledge of 
Chriſt, by which we grow in grace, is not by the 
precepts nor the threatnings ; ; by the precepts and 
as one perſon _ 


know thereby how he ſtands affected towards us in 


his heart; for he is in the promiſes, and the pro- 
miſes are in him, 2 Cor. i. 20. And it is by the pro- 


miſes we are made partakers of grace; not only 
commencing, but alſo erowning grace; 2 Peter i. 4. 


|  Whereby [ that is, by the goſpel, ] are given unto us 
_ . exceeding great and precious promiſes, that by theſe 


we might be partakers of the divine nature. By the 
promiſes, in the hand of the Spirit, we are made 
partakers of the divine nature, in the fir/? draughts 
of it in regeneration: By the promiſes, in the band 


of the Spirit, we are made partakers of the divine 
nature in the further draughts of it, in progreſſive 


ſanctification: And by the promiſes in the hand of 


che Spirit, we are made partakers of the divine na- 
e in the finiſhing W Fe it in e 
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= - ruption i in us. Theſe deeds are to be mortified ; and 
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, mortify the deeds f the body, ye ſhall live. This « 1 "i 


the deeds of the body; the deeds of the body, 2 N | 


| pleaſure of it; in love of | pleaſure, more «than of 
God: fo, if pleaſure. be taken from ſin, it dies: if 
love, joy, and delight be fixing upon God, and ta- 


from ſin, by bringing gur hearts more and more in- 


19 1 | 


The palit . ſend us into poſſeſſion. - S 7 


of theſe great and precious promiſes are recorded i mn. 6 


2 Cor. vi. 3. I will dwell in them and walk in them : 


1. will be their God, and they - ſhall be my people. I 
will be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my ors and 


| daughters ,:ſaith- the Lord Almighty. Chap. vil. 1. 


Having therefore theſe promiſes, let us cleanſe ourſelves 


from all filthineſi of the fleſh and ſpirit, , perfecting 
. holineſs in the fear of God. Hath theſe promiſes. 


ruſhed with power, the power of the Spirit, into our 

ſouls ? are they ruſhing with power into our heart? 
'F ben, having them thus, we have wind and tide on 
our ſide: Let us cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs, | 
etc. Let us, through the ſpirit, mortify the deeds of” _ - 
the body, Rom. viii. 13. F ye, through the ſpirity””", £< 4 I \ 


verſe may admit of this expoſition; Through the I 
Spirit we mortify not only the body of ſin, but alſo. ,- 3 


ſins formerly committed, and repented of, but af: 
terwards may prove a ſnare, and become ſweet to the 
taſte. When this is the caſe, it argues much cor 


through the Spirit only we mortify them: and how | 
mortified through the Spirit, has been declared. - . 
only farther lay, that as the /zfe of all fin lies in the | 


ken from ſin, it dies: and the Spirit takes pleaſure 


to communion with the Father and his Son; and the 
l : * 5M 2˙ 
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diente of this being greater, Kills thi pleaſure of 
ſin. | a * } F 


Not a few 4 0 in din to the: MO the 
righteous man's growth, will occur in the proſeeuti. 


on of the remaining heads: but before I conelude 
this head, there are two ſummaries of the means of 75 


his growth which I ſhall glance rt. 

The firſt I mention is in Titus ii. 1 f, , 13774. 
e grace of God, which bringeth falvationy hath ap- 
peared unto all men, [or, as in the margin, which 
bringeth ſalvation unto all men hath appeared | teach. 
ing us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 


we ſhould live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly in this 


prefent world, etc. The grace of Cod { that is, the 
*g2pecl, which is the deftrine of God's grace, of his 
love and kindneſs,] it hath appeared, {viz like the 


morning tar, or riſing ſun, ] bringing ſalvation unto 


all men: [that is, it brings falvetion unto all men in 


reſpect of the offer of ſalvation, not to Jews only, 
but alſo to the Gentiles, teaching us, Cthat! is, us to 
-whom it is given in Chriſt's. behalf to believe; for: 
verſe 1 3th, it is ſaid, we are looking for the bleſſed Wt 


(hope,} that denyiug wngodlineſs, wwe ſhould live ſoberly, | 7 
etc. What the law teaches precepti vely, that the at 
-\golpel teaches effedtively. 'Ungodlinefs, and worldly 1 


Aus, never meet with their match, until they meet ä 
with the grace of Cod: and living ſoberl ly, righteoufly, 
And godly, never takes place till the grace. of God be 


ived in truth. Lactantius, in his Apology for » 
2 Chriſtians of his time, ſaid to the Heathen, « Give 8 


et me a man who is paſſionate ; by the grace of God, | 


1 he ſhall be rendered as meek as a lamb ; Give me 4 


"i ; 7 


8 N 
dnt OPT 


f | % a man be! is covetous; und by the grace pf God, 
„ he ſhall be made liberal : Give me one who is un- 


e 4 denn; by the grace of God he ſhall be made 

4 chaſte, etc. etc. Romain, a preacher in the city 

e of London, in his Lectures upon cviith Pſalm, ſays, | 

f «© Meral preaching bas preached morality out of pa 
4 riſhes, and out of nations. This moral preaching, | 
4 fays he, has made our people fo immortal, that 
they have got to a piteh of wickedneſs beyond 2 
> 3 what the Heathen arrived at.” And if you aſk, 4 


| what is the beſt method of preventing immorality, 
for taking out of the heart evil thoughts, murders, 
7 -adulteries, thefts, blaſphemies ? I anſwer, the only 
method for taking thoſe out of the heart is the goſ- 
pel preached; with the Holy Ghoſt ſent. down from 
heaven. Rom. i. 1 6. I am not aſhamed of the goſpel. 
N Chriſt; for it is the power of God to ſalvation, to 
every one that believes: for therein is the righteoufe | 
$55 of God revealed from faith fo faith, ete. 
= I be laſt ſummary of the'means of bis growth, I 
mention, is recorded, 2 Gor. ili. 18. Ve all with 
oben Jace, be holding 4 in a $1ah, the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the Jame image, from glory fo 
Flory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. The face 
© here, is the face of the Lord; ſaid to be open, in op- 
poſition to the face of Moſes, which was vailed, 
verſe 1 3- and becauſe the vail of ceremonies is re- 
moved. Indeed on earth, we behold not the face of 
_ . the Lord itſelf, though open or uncovered, for face 
to face; knowledge is the knowledge of thoſe in'hea- 
ven: We ſe f darkly as through a glaſs ; ; we behold 
£3 as in a- ; -the glory of the Lord : the glaſs here 


r OE - VO Wh. wg 


ws 


— „ rr N 
1 - e * « a * ©» * 5 
= © Foy a, ps * 
0 * os Wa 
SS 
* * 
* ah a W TY 8 . r 
* N N * N 1 G 
4 a 5 F 5 1 
E « e 
. 5 — p Pu 


ets Wa bo. 1 * 8 F * 4 
- I : at 4 abs * 7 * 4 * Wo. 
# at — 


is | the goſpel, ordinances; the word a the 1 
and ſacraments : and the hy of the Lord here, is 
not only the perfections of Chriſt, but alſo his juſ* 


tifying righteouſneſs ; for we are ſaid to be changed . 
into the ſame image; that is, the image of that 


righteouſneſs is wrought in our hearts, Is that i- 
mage glory too? I anſwer, Yes, yes: : for ſo it fol- 
lows, from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the 
Lord; that is, by the Spirit we are advanced from 


one degree of grace to another, till we be laid in the 


boſom of God: for grace is the ſeed of glory; and 


glory the flower of grace: where the Spirit begins, 


he ceaſes not till he perfects the work, till he makes 
the man glory itſelf, all over glory, Pſal. Ixxiii 2 5. 
Here a queſtion occurs, How goth the Spirit ex- 


ert this metamorphoſing, or gf Macy 45. 


on our ſouls ? 
To' which we anſwer, 15 enabling w us to behold the 


glory of Chriſt as in a glaſs; and to behold as in a 
glaſs: the glory of the Lord, is to meditate believingly 
upon the perfections and juſtifying righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt, as held forth in the ordinances ; it is to have 
multiplied thoughts about theſe : and the oftener we 
eye Chriſt's righteouſneſs for acceptance, the more 


_ we are transformed into its likeneſs. By every act of _ 


faith we gain a furtherance of the features of this 


.moſt glorious image, which we ſhall bear in perfec- 2 
tion in heaven, 1 Cor. Xiv. 


49. As we have born 
the image of the earthly, fo ſhall we alſo bear the i. 
mage of the heavenly ; and therefore, let us look to 
him with the eye of faith; this affects the heart and 
aſlimulates the Naa, I. lv. 22. Pſal, xxxiv. 5. 
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and his ſmell as Lebanon, ete.—They are compared to 


3 1 23 10 „ 
Moreover, 1 may obſerve; that the means of his 


thirſty, and floods upon the dry ground, Iſa. xliv. 3, 4. 


| 4 dry ground: that is, I will pour my Spirit upon thy 
el, and my bleſſing upon thine offspring ; and then 


they ſhall ſpring up as among the graſs, and as wil. 


bos by the water courſes : that is, One ſhall ſay, I 
3 am the Lord's ; ; and another ſhall call himſelf by the 
name of Jacob; and another ſubſcribe with, his hand 


lilly, and caſt forth his roots as Lebanon; his branches 
Jhall ſpread, and his beauty ſhall be as the olive. tree, 


9 the ſun riſing with healing under his wings, Mal. iv. 3. 


| 5 7 Unto you that fear my name, ſhall the Sun of righte- | 4 


2 ouſnef? ariſe, with healing under his wings, ” Chriſt 


is the Sun of righteouſneſs, being the fountain of 


% light and vital head to his people, whom he enlight- 


4 7 Browns i in a warm n climate. 8 


ens and enlivens, when he viſits them; for then 
| they go forth, and grow up as calves of the ſtall. 
'There are the ſummer ſhowers, the ſummer dews, 
and the ſummer. ſun, by which the trees of righte- 
= ouſne/5 grow like a cedar; which, as a Naturaliſt ob- 


Iv. The fouſhth head, was to enquire wy er which 


oh 8 
3 , 


[ 


00 are compared to water poured upon the 


I will pour water on the thirſty, "and floods upon the 


unto the Lord, apps are compared to the 
* dew, Hoſ. xiv. 5, 6, 7. Iuill be as the dew unto e 
el. The Lord will give Iſrael the dew of heaven; 
Cen. xxvii. 28. God give thee of the dew of heaven: be 
| himſelf will be as that, and then he ſhall grow as the 
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manner ſhall the” righteous man grow. The text 


— Y 


' - ſaints yea, lef5- than the leaſt ſgints: 7 ani the chief of 


\ 


fig, ble a cedar in Lebanon, This tres is Mach "Bi 


ſpoken of both in ſacred and common hiſtory. Pliny WM 
tells us of a cedar which was one hundred and thirty | 
foot bigh, whoſe. fibers, no doubt, were extended | 
below, in proportion to the ſpread of its branches A. 


above, to. prevent its being overthrown. by hurri - 


canes; | ſo wiſe is the God of nature. es cedar 
grows four ways. i 
1. It grows drumuard, ill 1 ins the 


ground: : fo the riphteous man grows downward ; 


lower and lower, in reſpect of humility and /elf-de- WY 
mal. How low did Paul ſink in his own eyes? Wt 


_ Eph. iti. 8. Jamleſs than the leaſt of all ſaints. Having 
uſed the three degrees of compariſon, he puts a com- 


parative above a ſuperlative; as if he had ſaid, I am a 
little ſaint, I am leſs than other ſaints; I am the lea 


inners, 1 Tim. i. 1 5. 1 am nothing, 2 Cor. xii. 11. 


The more light, the more a man ſees into himſelf; 
and the more he ſees into himſelf, the more corrups 
tion he ſees; and the more corruption he ſees, the 
more he loaths and abhors himſelf, the more humble 


is he. It is lamentable, that ſome Chriſtians are ſo 
fond of themſelves, of the good that is in them, that 


: the Lord judges the fitteſt thing to cure. them of this, 
is to le ave them to themſelves; and when thus leav- 


ing the m to themſelves hath brought them to a dil. 
covery of themſelves, and this diſtruſt hath taught 

them f aith in God; then the Lord hath obtained his 
end, a nd will change his way with them. It is ſaid 
that th: e bottom of the pit, or well, gives the beſt 
proſpect; of the heavenly luminaries: ſo likewiſe thoſe | 


— 
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1 i 
whe are 01 filled with elk belement have, for aſh 


© moſt part, eagle · like views, the cleareſt views of things 
| within the vail: for the Lord dwells with them, 


and they dwell with him, in a peculiar manner, by 


= heavenly conferaplandas, Ifa. wy I 5. This leads | 


me to ſay, 
2. The cedar grows iT, cl higher: fo the 


righteous man grows zpward, higher and higher in 


| reſpett of heavenly: mindedneſi and contempt of the 
World, Phil. ii. T 3, 14. Forgetting the things which 
are behind, and reaching forth unto theſe things 
& which are before, I preſs toward the mark for the 
= prize of the high calling of God, in Chriſt, The ſpirit of 
W a righteous man, by'converſe with the great God, is 


greatned, ſo greatned, as to overlook the prefer- 


| ments, profits, and pleafures of the world, Heb. xi. 


24, 25 By faith Moſes, when he was come to years, 
dor, according to the original, when he was waxed 
great, viz. in ſpirit, as well as in /tature,] he re- 
oy | fuſed to be called the fon of Pharoah's daughter; >. 
5 chuſing rather to ſuffer affliction with the people of 

Cod, than io enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon. 


55 This converſing with the great God, had made all 


f 
_ 


| ſablunary things appear to him as petry things, and 


empty bubbles. The righteous man, with a holy 


ambition, aſpires toward the upper world; Phil iii. 20. 
Our converſation is in heaven. He converſes more 


and more in heaven; he longs” more and more to 


W wing away for the paradiſe of God; to be in that 
*% bleſſed region where God is all in . 


3. The (cedar grows inward, always ronger : "Ip 
fo the — man grows inwardly ſtronger and 
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g og 2.6 x. 5 
8 in reſpect of the habits of grace, Job xvii. g. 


The righteous ſhall hold on his way; and the man of 


clean hands ſhall be: ſtronger and ſtronger. David, in 
Pſal. xxvi. 6. ſays, Iwill waſh my bands in innocency ; 
that is, in Chriſt's innocency : by the freſh applica- 
tion of the blood of Jeſus the conſcience is purged 
from dead works, which defiled it. And he that 
hath hands thus cleanſed, ſhall be ftronger and ſtrong- 
er. Wherein ſball he be ſtronger and ſtronger ? 
We may anſwer, In love, Phil. i. 9. This 1 pray 
that your love may abound yet more and more in know- 


ledge and in all judgment. Although the hot flaſhes 


of love, which were in the righteous man, at his 


converſion. may be cooled; yet his love becomes 


more judicious, more fixed in the judgment, and fo 


the more permanent When men have more know. 
ledge than love, they are in danger of formality; and 


| when they have more love than knowledge, they are 


in danger of ſuperſtition ; but the right temperature 


of ſoul-health lies in the increaſe of our love, accord- 


ing to the increaſe of our knowledge; and our know- 


ledge bearing ſome proportion unto theſe means of 
it which we enjoy. The more cloſely we. unite:-, 
to Chriſt, the more firmly we cleave to him; and the 
more frequently we make uſe of him as the head of -, 
influences, the ſtronger will our ſpiritual conſtituti- 


on, or diſpoſition become. „ 
J. The cedar grows outward, ſtill more viſible : 
ſo the righteous man grows outward, more and more 


viſible in reſpect of good words and works ;.,therein 


he abounds, 2 Cor. ix. 8. God is able to make all 


grace abound toward you, that ye "Ay: having all | 


* 2 „ | 
| ſufficiency in "all ings may abound to every 5 . 


work, From which verſe we learn, that as the end 
of each grace is to make the heart pliable to ſome. 
command or other; fo gad words and works are 
nothing elſe but the breaking out, and ſhining forth 
of the habits of grace: good words, and good works, 
are ſuch as are both for matter and manner required: 

they are ſuch as are ſpoken and done in the ſtrength 
J | of Chriſt, and to the glory of God, Phil. i. 11. 

* Being filled with the fruits of righteouſneſs which are 
FE Feſus Chriſt, to the praiſe and glory of God. The 
fruits of righteouſneſs are good words and works; 
| and theſe are to the praiſe and glory of God, in as 
| much as aliens from the life of God are thereby gain · 
ed to him, 1 Pet. iii. 1, 2. Were it poſſible, ſays 
„ one, that all the godly could keep in all their 
« grace, then none in the world could ſee it, but 


= | « God and themſelves; none in all the world would 


„ be a whit the better for it. But Chriſt, in 
is 4 Matth. v. 16, ſays, Let your light ſo ſhine before 
f 5 ec men that they ſeeing your good wotks may glorify. 
7 your Father which is in heaven.” John xiv. 5. He 
| © hat abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bringeth 
{:Þ orth much fruit; that is, he abounds in all the du- 
WF ties of religion; in duties towards God and man. 
A heathen could ſay, he is not bonus vir, a good. 
ian, that is not bonus civis, a good citizen; ſo we 
1 ay ſay, he is not a good Chriſtian, that is not a 
bu good miniſter, a good magiſtrate, a good huſband, 
a good ſon, and a good ſervant ; for the fruit of 
. in the righteous man, is in all goodneſs, | 
Eph. v. 9. 
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works the habits of grace are more and more ad- 


now yield your members ſervants to righteouſneſs 


the principle of further actual righteouſneſs, verſe 22. 
No, being made free from ſin, and become ſervants 


ters in which they grow not; ſo the righteous man 
has allo his winters in which he grows not. 
was not growing at the time in which he canon 


which we have an account 2 Sam. xi: chap. be 


5 2 
Further, concerning the righteous man's inward 
and outward growth. I obſerve, that they have a 


reciprocal influence upon one another ; for, as good 
works proceed from the habits of grace, ſo by good 


vanced: all habits are increaſed by acts; ill habits, 
by ill acts, and good habits by good acts: this I 
take to be the meaning of Rom. vi. 19. As ye have 
Dielded your members ſervants of uncleanneſs, and to 
iniquity unto iniquity ; that is, in times paſt your 8 
ſinful actions increaſed your ſinful habits ; even ſo 


unto holineſs; that is, righteouſneſs acted, or ex- 0 
erciſed, is righteouſneſs unto holineſs ; that is, it 
tends to the increaſe of habitual holineſs, which is 


To be 


8 


ta God, ye have your fruit unto holineſs. 


free from ſin, from the dominion of ſin, and to be 


Aervants unto God, is to be holy; and therefore the . 
fruit that is ſaid to be unto halineſs, muſt be a com. bY 
munication of more holineſs, —Thus the righteous W# 
man grows four ways as the cedar tree. Yer 1 mult | 5 


add, 
5. The cedars, as eder trees, have their in. b 


Da mm 15 


grievous ſins, the ſins of murder and adultery, of 


righteous man is not growing when he is under a de. 
clenſion, a . either as to the CIO of his Gol 


— 


| 3 = | 
4 or as to the manner of his — before Jad. 
a | Yet, ; 
d 
d 


/ 


£15 It may be here Ae that the Falls wad and A 
ohh decays of the righteous man doth not, yea, cannot A 
. totally ſhake the habits of grace out of his heart, 
Ss FT John 1 9. WWhoſoever i is barn of God doth not com- 
mit ſin u, for his ſeed remaineth i in him; and he can- 
e not fin, becauſe he is born. of God. The Apoſtle 
= fays, he doth not commit fin; yea, he cannot (in ; 
# that is, as the Devil ſinneth, or ſo as wholly to uns 
trame the new creature, and lay himſelf in an un- 
1 regenerate ſtate: and, why ? becauſe the ſeed of 
Sad remaineth in him; and becauſe he is born of 
God. One ſin in Adam quite expelled his holineſs, 
though perfect: but one ſin, yea, many ſins in the 
| righteous man, are not able to drive out the habits 
| of grace, though imperfe& in themſelves; and-the. 
reaſon is, becauſe although. the habits of . grace be © 
| deſeCtable i in itſelf, being a creature, yet it is not ſo, as 
eto its dependence upon God, We are not ſufficient. 
MS of ourſelves to think any thing as. of al, 7 * 35 
our ſuſficiency is of God, 2 Cor. iii. 8x. 
22.) I here obſerve, that the Lord recovers the 
& righteous man from his falls and decays, Exod. xv. 26. 
La the Lord that healeth thee. Hoſea. xiu. 4. 1 
- Wn will. heal their bachſliding. Their backſliding im- 
ports guilt, and ſuppoſes a bent to backſlide: in 
conſequence of the corrupt part, there is a bent to 
backſlide upon the heart, like the byaſs upon the 
bowl, that turns it aſide, Hoſ. xi. 7. Now, the 
Lord heals their backſliding; that is, the guilt of 
= their backſliding, by forgiving i it * and he e 
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their backſliding; that is, their bent to \ backflide, by 8 


giving freſh ſupplies of the Spirit; and fo their ini- 
quity ſhall not be their ruin. Leas, 


(3.) I here obſerve, that the Lord 8 the 


falls and decays of the righteous man, for promot- 


ing his growth, Pſal. cxlvi. 1 4. The Lord upholdetß pe 


all that fall, and raiſeth up all that be bowed down, 
But how doth the Lord uphold righteous men, when 
they fall? We anſwer, Although they fall into grie- 
vous fins ſometimes; yet he upholdeth them ſo, as 


that they are not ſuffered utterly to be caſt down 


by ſinking into the ſlough of diſpair; nay, he raiſeth 
up the bowed down; he raiſeth them up again more 
thankful to him, more watchful over themſelves, 
and more mild towards their brethren, who may be 
overtaken in a fault. Tt is ſaid by hiſtorians, that 
Peter never heard a cock crow, but the tears guſhed 


out of his eyes; for thereby he was put in mind of 


his grievous ſin of denying Chriſt with an oath. 
Chriſt had ſaid to him; Before the cock crow twice, 
thou | ſhalt deny me thrice, Mark xiv. 30 bus the 
falls of righteous men, through the bleſſing of God, 
are uſeful and beneficial unto them; which made 
one of the fathers expreſs himſelf thus, « Proud 


4 hearts have need of falls, as proud ſores of eating 


aer plaiſters.“ 1 do not quote this to encourage aged 
men to ſin; God forbid: nay, let ſin be deſtroyed 
by the vengeance of God, and the ſinner ſaved by 
his mercy. Indeed, ſome have thought David was 
not the ſame after his fall, which he was before it: 
that he never attained to that ſprightlineſs of ſoul 


towards God, after his fall, which he had before it. 


I 3 — Nat SP 4 — by, A 5 \ & _ nh 75 . by . < cf - ; 
_ 2 —_ * — . 


** 


i BY 
1 
* 71 


11 5 
But the contrary is evident to me from the third 
Pſalm, which he penned after his fall, as the title 


what familiarity doth the Lord allow him! verſe 4, 5. 

Fe There are two ways in which God expounds his 
grace; either by keeping men from falling into grie- 

A vous ſins, or by pardoning men who have fallen in- 
to theſe. It is a queſtion, who of theſe are deepeſt 
in God's debt? I doubt not but in heaven each per- 
'Y ſon will apprehend himſelf moſt indebted unto the 
jy grace of God; yet our Lord ſeems to give the pre. 
& ference to the laſt, Luke viii. 40, — 50. There was 
' © a certain creditar who had two debitors; the one owed _ 
W five hundred pence, the other fifty: and when they 
| had nothing to pay, he frankly fargave them both. 
Jeſus approving of his anſwer, ſaid, This woman, - 

1 fins are many, are forgiven her ; therefore ſbe 


7 
5 
I 
. 


5 1 ¶ loveth little. David had much forgiven him, there 


| ; for he loved much: he had a greater inſight into the. 


2 riches of God's mercy than before his fall; and hence 


he begins one of his penitential pſalms, viz. the fifty- 
Fart, with a view of the multitude of God's tender 
= mercies, for blotting out a multitude of fins. %" 
4 But, ſay you, is it not faid of Jehoſaphat, he . 


1 2 Chron, xiv. which imports, that David's laſt ways 
4 were not like his firſt ways. I anſwer, This verſe 
; ill admit of another reading from the original. 
| Thus he walked i in the ways of his father David; 
theſe firſt ways; that i is, theſe ancient ways he pro- 
uy to bimſelf for his pattern : the ge times 


bears. How does his-ſoul boaſt in God! verſe 2, * . 


loveth much : but to whom little is forgiuen, the ſame 


walked in the firſt ways of his father David 5 IT | 
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corruption of the late reigns took place. 
this reading we are not only obliged by the text, 
but alſo by, Prov. iv. 18. The path of the juſt man 
is as the ſhining light; not as the evening light, which 


but as the mor ning light, which. goes on gradually, 4 
and ſhineth more and Wy till it comes'to be mid- 9 


that for the following reaſons. 
ell for it, that he might fandtify and cleanſe #, with 5 


ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. 
_ Jeſus ſpeaking of his ſheep ſays, I am come, [viz. 
into the world, | that they might, ['viz. by my — 
: have life, | not a decreaſing life, nor a life that ſtays 


have it more abundantly : 
they might live, but live comfortably ; furniſhed | 


| 1 * 1 4 
of the royal family ; - theſe pureſt times, before the | 1 
And to 


gradually gives place unto darkneſs, until it comes 
to be midnight; ſo it is with the hypocrite, Hoſ. vi. 4. 


V. The fifth general ** was, To render the © 


_ reaſons of the doctrine, why the righteous man ſhall ith 


grow like a cedar in Lebanon. He ſhall grow, and | 15 
1. Becauſe Chriſt purchaſed his growth, Eph. v. 
25, 26, 27. Chriſt loved the Church, and gave him- 


the waſhing of water, by the word, that he might 'F ; 
preſent it to himſelf a glorious Church, not having A I 
In John x. 10. 1 


at a ſtand, but an increaſing life, ] that they might | 
that is, not only that "WM 


with all the accommodations and een of a ſpi- 
ritual life. | 
2. Becauſe Chriſt interceeds for bis growth, 
John xvii. 7. Sanctiſy them through thy truth, thy | 
word is trath, As if he had ſaid, Father, make the 
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he | diſciples more. and more holy; ineresſe their boll· 


neſs more and more. But were any, except the then 


yves; all believers, verſe 20. Neither pra y 1 for: thaſe — 

alone; . but for them alſo which. (hall believe on me 
Wo: through their word. If. the holineſs, of believers in- a 
4. +. | creaſe, not, the interceflion. of Chriſt. gesſes, or be- 
comes powerleſs; neither of which can be: ceaſe, 7 
4 1 it cannot; becauſe he | Ever lives. to make. interceſſi 20 2 

2M | powerleſs, it cannot become: becauſe he is a Prieſt 
1 „ after the power of an endleſs 5 life; 55 and, him the Fa. | 


1 Aber beareth always... "#. 

3. Becauſe Chriſt hath given e 80 miniſtry for 
# this very purpoſe, Eph, i iy. 11, 12. He giveth ſome __ 
Ys ſome teachers. and paſtors, - for the perfect. 
ing of the ſaints :, not only for the converting of 
OW but alſo ſor the perfetting. of the ſaints; 
bat! is, as in the laſt clauſe of that 1 2th verſe, for 


„ ne W 
„ 9 M0 Lolineſi and comfort, till we . all come in, or into, 
"x the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 


(37 of God, unto a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the 


«1 15 Hdaturr of the frllnefs. of Chriſt. .. The myſtical | body 

ys of: Chriſt: is here compared to a man; and the mini i: 

oht b; ſtry of reconciliation ſhall continue til all the mem- 
bat bers of it come to be perfect as to degrees, as well 
ed 2 ta parts: and this is the meaſu ure of the ſtature 

pi- 3 of the fullneſs of Chriſt, at which. each. member is 
.- appointed to atrive; and therefore, he hall Som 

th, Tbis leads me to fay, te DES 
4. The righteous. man ſhall grow, becauſe he 697 


. diſciples, intereſted; in this petition ? 1 anſwer, Yau 470 


* ebe edifying, the body, of Chriſt ; far building. it up in | - | 


the ; | Father bath for Kuni him N be W to 1 99 
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the Spirit without meaſure; yet Luke teaches us, 


Except ye be converted, and become as little children, 
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| bis. at one time or other. 


why? To ſbew that the Lord is upright; that bs, to | 
- publiſh and proclaim that Jehovah is faithful. God 4 
"bath promifed any on me work he bath begun, F: 


8 8) 84 4. 
image of his "Eq Rom. viii, 29. Whom he did fore 
know, them he did predeſtinate, to be conformed to 


\ the image of his Son, exc. Chriſt is the only finiſh- 4 


ed pattern: for each of Mis ſaints have failed, even in 
that very grace wherein they excelled; but Chriſt 
was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from ſin- 
ners. Further, I notice, that although he received 


in chapter firſt, verſe laſt, and in chapter ſecond and 
laſt, That Jeſus grew in e a and ſo ſhall the M 
righteous man grow, | = 
5. Becauſe otherwiſe he cold: not üer is 1 
heaven, Marth. xiii. 3. Jeſies aid unto his diſciples, 


ye ſhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. They 
were formerly converted as, to their /tate; but they 
needed a new converſion as 'to their caſe ; from a 
lofty to a lowly frame of ſpirit and temper of mind, 
It is impoſſible any thing can be without its'eſfential 
properties; and it is an eſſential property of grace 
to grow: it is as neceſſary to grow as to be born a- 
gain; and if, ſays the apoſtle, Phil. fi. 1 5. any le 
otherwiſe minded, that there is'no ſuch necellity of 
going on to perfection, God ſhall reveal. it to bim, A 


6. The righteous man ſhall : grow, bega ee 1 
by God manifeſts and declares his fuithfulneſi: this 
is the reaſon aſſigned in the laſt verſe of this Pſalm; 
The righteous ſhall grow like à cedar in Lebanon ; © 


— * 4 


755 
4 


* 35 1 . : 
Matih. * v. 29. due every ane that hath ſhall by 

; that is, more ſhall be given. Now, God 
ſhews kinoſelf upright, or faithful, by the exact per- 


formance of this promiſe. O how well contrived is 
+ theplan of our redemption! for therein things are ſo 
as that our ſoul's proſperity is to the praiſe 


4 oy glory of God's faithfulneſs, as well as grace 
Luke n. 10,1 4. If God did not perform his pro - 


12 he would loſe the praiſe and glory of his 
_ as well as grace; but this is impoſſible, 


I | Heb vi. 18. I is impoſſible for Cod te lie. Hath 


he faid it, and will he not do it? hath he promiſed, 
and will he not perform? Surely he will: and 
| therefore, whatever ' oppoſition the righteous' man 


meets with, from earth, from hell, and from his 


Ene he ſhall grow lite a cedar in Lekaan. 


we come now to the Application of the ſubject; 


1/?, I may apply this derte in an uſe of Lame: 


* ation over the wicked man. As the righteous man 


ſhall grow like a cedar in Lebanon; ſo the wicked 


; man becomes worſe and worſe: it is in 2 Chron. 


| XXviii. 22. ſaid of Ahaz, in the time of his diſtreſs, 
he did yet treſpaſs more againſt the Lord: this is 
that king Abaz. Here is a brand of infamy put upon 
him: this is that king Ahaz; that is, that wicked 
man who, inſtead of being reformed by the word 


; and rod of God, became thereby worſe and worſe ; 


1 Tx 


| he added fin 0 1 for, as in 2 Cor. ii. 1 6. we are 


0, Y to fome the fevour of kf ſo to others we are the 


E 2 


[ 


1 which we ſhall eſſay in an uſe of lamentation, exami- A 
; 1 nation, and exhortation. 


'Y 
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aon of death. It is an awful paſſage we bike fn 5 
Iſa. xxx. 1. Mo to the rebellious children, ſaith the 


. may add fin in to ſin.” God counſels, as in Rev. iii. 18. 


ler thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy ſervants, 


K 869 


Lord, who tate counſel, but not of me, that they 


2 2 28 


to buy of him gold tryed in the fre, white raiment, 


and eye ſalve : but the wicked will not take his coun» '& a 
ſel; they follow the imaginations of their own t 
heart; and the longer they follow the imaginations . . 
of cheir own heart, the worſe they beeome. Some 
have followed the imagination of their oun heart ſo Ä 
long as to become deiſts; and deiſts are, or will be-. 1 
come, atheiſts. They who, under à pretext of ad- 
wiring the oracles of reaſon; ſet aſide, as uſeleſs, tbbke \ 
oracles of revelation, and ſap the foundations of all fe 
religion, God ſometimes, in his juſt judgment, to | 
- puniſh them for abuſing revealed religion, gives them 2 
up to extinguiſh in themſelves the principles of na- il 
tural religion; and ſo they become worſe than Pa- b 
gans. I believe, ſays Trail, there are more athe- ſe 
„s jiſts in Britain, than among all the Pagan nations | 
«in the whole earth. A place where goſpel light A 
&« doth ſhine, and men rebel againſt it, is the only | 
te place where ſuch monſters are bred,” a1 
24h. Let us next improve this doctrine in an uſe n 
of Examination: It may be ye do not diſcern your li 
growth in grace: try if you have true grace; if you 
have grace at all; if what you bave be true, / 
2 Cor. xiil 14. WR” to aſſiſt you mY we. un = <tr 
hy the following evidences before you. = 
0 It is an evidence of true grace, if you bene 2 E 
&efire of grace. Nech. i. 11, O Lerd, I befeech thee, * 


47 who deſire to far ry ue eee en ee 


am I not an hypocrite? I anſwer, 


8 | 


Ds 2 9 


of their being the Lord's ſervants, they . deſired. to: 
= fear his name, not with a legal, ſlaviſn feat; but 


© ſays, that none ſtand more in need of grace than he; 


1 and he breathes out deſires for it more than for any: 


© thing below. God who hath given thee thele de- 


( res will give the things deſired,, Matth. v. 3. 
I (2.) It is an evidence of true grace if you prize a 
1. above all things; Song v. 10. My Beloved it 


© white. and ruddy, the chiefeſt among ten thouſand, 


ſon who has true grace. |; |: he 
(34) It is a ſign of true grace 1 5 ye be; growing in 
grace. Things without life will not grow: a ſtake 
in the hedge, being without lie, . will not grow; 
but even a plant, having a vegetative lite, grows: 


{ fo, the growth in grace evidences the truth of it. 


Ah!] ſays one, I am declining inſtead of growing 3 


1. You muſt difringuiſh betwixt pus 2 bly, : 
and growing at all times: the ſoul of a righteous. 


man is ſometimes like a tree in en which hath _ 


life in the root only. | 
2. You muſtdiſtinguiſh betwixt growing really, and 

ſenſibly. We are not to Judge of the growth of a 
tree by comparing what it is this day, with what it 


was yeſterday; but by comparing what it is this year, 
with what it was in former years: ſo the righteous 


man is not to judge of his growth, by comparing 
what he is _ aa with what he was yeſterday; * 


[with a goſpel, filial fear. Ie that hath true gtacte 


7 What is a world of dung to the Pearl o great price? _ 
1 Whatever he is to others, he is all 6 in all io the ber 


[ 36 5 
by comparing what he is now, with what be was i | 
at his ingrafting into Chriſt. If thou compareſt thy - l 
ſelf only wich thy ſight of the rule itſelf, thou mayeſt 
think that thou art not advancing in godlineſs: for, 

- as one ſays, this is a ſure thing, the better thou 
learneſt to write, the better copy doth God ſer # 
before thee ; that is, he gives thee to ſee. more ſtrict. 
neſs in the rule, by unfolding more and more the 4 N 
extent of it. 1 
3. Lou muſt diſtinguiſh berwhit 5 growing town "= 
ward, and growing upwards. The righteous man, 4 
in his own apprehenſion, may not be growing vp. |: 4 
wards in knowledge, yet he is growing downwards 
in a humble ſenſe of his ignorance: he may not, in * 
his own apprehenſion, be growing upwards in faith, 
and yet he is growing downward in a humble ſenſe 
of unbellef, ete. The righteous man is made ſenſi. | 
dle more and more of his need of depending upon 
Chriſt, that without him he cannot form a good re 
ſolution; and when formed, without him he cannot 
maintain it; and when maintained, without him he 
cannot execute it; that without him he can do no- 
thing. Of this, Chriſt daily makes the righteous 
man ſenſible: this is a leſſon of many days learning. 
We are more quickly brought off from ourſelves, 
n point of juſtification, than of ſanctification. 
4. You muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt a growing in 
5 grace, and a growing in gifts : there may be a de- 
caying in gifts, as in the gift of preaching, praying, 
; and repeating of ſermons; and yet a growing in 
grace: a righteous man, in old age, may preach, if 
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n 
he be a preacherʒ and pray more. fervently, though 
Wleſs cloquently and notionally. 

F. Lou muſt diſtinguiſn betwixt growing i in 94 
ential grace, as faith and love; and growing in ac- 

ceſſary grace, as joy and ſpiritual raptures: there 
15 may be a growing in the firſt, when not in the laſt. 
6. You muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt growing, and the 
7 nanner of growing: ſome grow more ſpeedily than 
others; ſome finiſh their courſe ſooner than others; 


ag - 


1 and ſo God ripens them ſooner for heaven than o- 
" iN ners. They whoſe time is ſhorteſt, grow faſteſt. 
p. 4 7. You muſt diſtinguiſh betwixt the ſeveral ranks 
g pf righteous men: they are claſſed into three ranks, 
in $1 John ii. 12, 1 3, 14. I have auritten unto you little 
h, Wch:ldr en, becauſe your i ins are forgiven you. Little 
ſo Mchildren is an appellation here given to the three 


following: ranks of Chriſtians ; for each of we 0 
Franks have equally their ſin forgiven, verſe. 12. 1 


8 write unto you fathers, becauſe ye have known him that. 
it 75 from the beginning: that is, ye have known the 
- myſtery of Chriſt crucified, who is from the begin- 
„ning: [write unto yon young men, becauſe ye have 
overcome the wicked one, viz. the Devil, through | 
„ the word of God abiding in them. 7 write unto 
„ en babes, for ſo it ſhould be tranſlated, it being 


raid a in the original, and not reuvda, as in the 
12th verſe,” becauſe ye have known the Father. A. 
mong the rſt things babes know, they know their 
father: now fathers were once young men, and 
young men were once babes. The Corinthians 
were but babes when the apoſtle wrote unto them, 
1 Cor. A, 1: ea ated I could not ſpeak unto you ds 


n 
3 
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knowledge: their notional or literal knowledge of 4 N 


4 jedge; for, if all their knowledge had been ſpiritual, | 1 


Cod. But among the Corinthians, as among many 
EY profeſſors at this day, were envyings, ſtrife, and 4. 


in end, 


Tg of others at their fir/? outſet in Chriſtianity : the 


L 4 1 PN 
unto uo fbiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes | 
in Chriſt. Indeed it is ſaid, 1 Cor. i. 5. They were | 
enriched by Chriſt in all knowledge ; that is, in all no. 
tional or literal knowledge: They had much notional 
or literal knowledge mingled with their ſpiritual 


ſpiritual. things, far exceeded their ſpiritual know. 
it would have made their hearts anſwerably ſpiritual; # 
this ſpiritual knowledge is effective; it carries be 1 
heart with it to the thing it apprehends, 1 John iv. 7. 
Every one that loveth, is born of God, and bee 5 1 
viſions; and ſo. carhal, and een but babes | 
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Et 
Lord gives more grace at firſt to ſome than to o. 
thers. Matth. xxv. 1 4; 1. The kingdom of heaven if 
Ae a man. travelling into a far country. who called 
bis own ſenuants, and delivered unto them his gods: \ F 
And unto one he gave fipe talents, to another tuo, | 
and to another ones to every man according b. A5 ſe 
wveral ability, and ſtraightway ' took! his  jaurney. | y 
Heayen.is a far country into which the Man, Chriſt, i « 
bath, travelled : : and when he aſcended on high, he f 
_ gave gifts unto men, unto one he gave ſiue talents, ¶ ti 
to another he gave but tue he divides unto every | t 
one ſeverally as he wills. f. 
9. You muſt con Chee”; that the 4-446 5x of 
ſome is more remarkable, than the, converſion of o- ¶ 6 
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RT 
| 0 ſome are converted, but they cannot tell 195 
nor where; others can tell when and where; that 


o. 4ation did begin to run high in their ſouls, and aſter- 


ward ſubſiding and abating, they call all into que- 


al gion, for the want of growth : but the tide of on - 
of 2 ſolation is abated, that they, being thereby brought 
„to a greater poverty of ſpirit, may not confide in 
%%% any works wrought in them; and that they may 
1. fly to Chriſt alone, and live by faith on him. 5 
„ 4 10. You muſt Judge of you growth by the e 
7. an © dence of it; as, 


(1.) Judge of your g growth by your confi with 


W theſe being much ſubdued, you now mainly fight a · 
gainſt ſpiritual luſts; ſuch as ſpiritual pride, legality, etc. 


ns ' 155 Judge of your growth by the prevalence f 
de temptatian: if growing, then the ſparks of Satan's | 
nemme 
15 


former. 
N (49 J udge of your growth by the Aower of your 
redominant ſin : if growing, then your darling ſin 


'0, hath not ſuch power over you as formerly. 

e. (4.) Judge of your growth by the motives of 
. i your ab/taining from ſim : if growing, they be ſuch 
" as ariſe from your hatred of it, as being a tranſgreſ- 


ſion of that law ye love, more than from the mo. 

tives of ſhame, modeſty, or terrors of conſcience z 

though theſe motives, under the. inaQivity of the . 
former, are of ſervice to the Chriſtian, 


at ſuch a time and place the tide of ſpiritual conſo- 


F ſpiritual luſts+ if growing, then as fleſhly luſts were 
te luſts on which you made the attack at firſt; ſo 


(.) Judge of your growth by the uſual frame 
of your ſpirits in /acred duties: if growing, in ſa- 
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: cred duties 5 ye do conſtantly ſtir up yourſelf; by the 


"exerciſe of faith, to take hold of God: of the de. 
fect of this exerciſe, the prophet Iſalah complains in 
his day, Chap. Ixiv. 7. But if in every ordinance of 
God ye do conſtantly ftir up yourſelf, by the ex- 
-erciſe of faith, to take hold of God, tri is an evidence OM 
of a great meaſure of ſpiritual health. = 

Bui after all, fay you, in Mark xiii. 30. we read Wi 


that the fares have their growth as well as the!wheat : 


How ſhall we diſtinguiſh betwixt the growth of . 
pocrites and the growth of true believers? Þ 
I anſwer, Hypocrites grow only in gifts, not in 


graces ; for they have none: gifts are dead graces, i 
beſtowed for the good of others; and graces are 


living gifts, beſtowed alſo for the perſon's own good. | 
Further, hypoctites grow only in the profeſ/ron, not 
in the power of godlineſs : they may be more taken 
up with the externols of religion than formerly; and 
yet remain as great ſtrangers to the power of godli. 
neſs as ever, 2 Tim. iii. 5. Having a form of godli- || 
neſs, but den ying the power thereof. Moreover, there | 
is a paſſage in Eph."iv. 15. which may be read as it | 
is deciſive of this point, Speaking the truth in love, 


may grow up into him in all things, which is the 


Head, even Chriſt.— Hypocrites grow up into them. 
Aer; ; their gifts puff them up with more and more 
ſelf-conceit : but believers grow up into Chriſt ;- and 
to grow up into Chriſt, is to grow more out of 
ourſelves, more emptied of ourſelves, and fuller of 
Chriſt, when we intereſt Chriſt more and more in 


all we do; both ag the Alpha and the Omega, as 
the efficient and alſo as the final cauſe. The apo. 


ſtle's note of univerſality here is noticeable, in all 
things; believers grow up into Chriſt in all the parts 
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— 
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ofabe! new: „ man, or, in all the graces. of the Spirits 
indeed, a believer-may excel more in one grace than 
in another, as Abraham in faith, and Moſes in meek- 
neſs; yet, while he grows in one grace, he does 
not decay in another; he doth not grow in faith, 
and decay in love; he doth not grow in love, and 
decay in humility; he doth not grow in his zeal a. 
gainſt ſome ſins, and decay in his zeal againſt others; 
he doth not grow in his reſpect to ſome; commands, 


and decay in his reſpect to others; no, no; he hath 
a reſpe to all God's commands : he grows up into 
Chriſt both in the duties of the firſt and ſecond- * 

in the duties of his general and particular calling. 


I conclude. this uſe by ſaying, you muſt diſtin. 


7 , Sulſh betwixt the quantity and the quality of duties: 


although a believer is not growing as to the quantity 


of duties; that is, they are not more numerous, 


than formerly: yet be grows as to the quality of 
duties; that: is, he goes about them more in the 
ſtrength of Chriſt, and with mare of a ſingle ee 
than formerly. Whatever a man does in the ſtrengtn 
of Chriſt, and for God, leaving ſelf behind him, 
hath the ſweeteſt reliſh. in it. It is not W e | 
but the ripeneſt of fruit that makes it reliſu : ſo it 
is not merely the number of duties but going a» 
bout them, by virtue derived from Chriſt, and with 
an eye to the glory of Gude which gives them a 


R God's e robot 5 2 hate 


-3dly, I may apply this doftrine in an uſe'of Exe 


hortation. I would, - 75 e 7 6 


1. Addreſs you 8 perſons; who ow grace, 


wy . ne to en may be tendered in thawands 
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1 4 1 
of Peter; 1 Epiſt. l. , % . Laying afide alt malice, 
and all guile, and ae en and envies, und all 


evil ſpeating, as new-born babes deſire the ſincere. 


milk of. the word; that ye may grow thereby, if ſe 


be ye have taſted that the Lord is gracious, Malice, 
guile, envy, hypocriſy, and evil-ſpeaking, hinder 
the efficacy of the word, and ſuck the ſap out of 


men's ſouls, like theſe ſprigs of trees, which extract 
the juice out of them; and therefore lay them aſide: 


it is not ſimply the ng but the /ulfi/ling of the 


luſts which endangers the ſoul. They muſt refuſe the 


- cravings of inordinate affections who would have their | 
ſoul to proſper. © Thus then, I ſay, 'Walk-n the Spirit, 


and ye ſhall not fulfil the luſts of the fef „Gal v. 16. 


The proper food of your ſouls is the fucere milk of 


the word: and if fo be ye have taſted that the Lord 


is grucious; that is, foraſmuch as ye have taſted 
that the Lord is gracious, do ye therefore defire | 

more and more of that milk of the word? Have | 
Pou experience of the grace of God in the milk of 


the word? do ye therefore deſire more and more of 
it, and why? not to pleaſe your fancy; not to en- 
able you ads a "eiticle, but that your . grow 
thereby. - N 

e W addreſs you? in the n of ROE 
apoſtle Peter, as recorded in his fecond Epiſtle, firſt 


chapter, 5, 6, yih verſes, ; Beſides this, give all dili- | 


gence, etc. Beſides what? I ariſwer, In verſe firſt he 


aus, they had obtained precious faith ; and ſeeing 


it is given you, in Chriſt's behalf to believe ; there. 


tore, give all diligence: that is, uſe diligently all 


the means of grace; looking up to God for the 


grace of the means; particularly, add to your faith, 
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as in 1 Pet. ii. 7; and to prudence, temperance ; and 


barren nor unfruitful in ihe Rurwieuge of our Lord 
= 7efus Chriſt. As theſe things. will evidence that ye 


3 of Chriſt; ſo: thereby your knowledge of Chriſt will 


he ſhall know of the doctrine, uhbether it be of God, 
or whether I fpeak of myſelf: that is, if any man 
do God's will he ſhall know more and more clearly 


more we walk in him, the more we know :of bim. 


of Chriſt than they make uſe of, it breeds the worms 


which account it may be fitly faid here, as in 
Eel. i. 18. He that increaſeth knowledge increaſeth 


1 
a . 


at a, ahh. works of virtues O let not 
your faith be alone, but chew it by works. Under ION 
irtue bert is comprehended the ſix following thing; 
and fo, add to virtue, knowledge ; that is, prudence, 


o temperance, patience; and to patience,'godlineſs; © 
und to gadlineſt brotherly kindneſs and to brotherly ' 
kindneſs, charity. Verſe 8, F theſe things be in you,” 
and abound,. they: mate vou, that ve ſball neither be 


are neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge 


1 be increaſed. John vii. 17. f any man do God's wil 


the doctrine of Chriſt. As the body warms the 
cloaths, and then the cloaths warm the body; fo 
the knowledge of Chriſt leads to goſpel practice, and 
goſpel practice leads to more knowledge: the more 
we know Chriſt, the more we walk in him; and the 


O but a practical Chriſtian is the moſt experienced 
Chriſtian in the world. In Exod. xvi. 20. it is fad. 
of ſome Iſraelites, they, contrary to the command of 
God, left of the manna until the morning, and it 


bred worms: ſo, when men gather more knowledge 


of various luſts, and of an accuſing conſcience ;"on 


forrow. | But to know Chriſt, and to uſe Chriſt, 4s 
the ſur of e e Ky therefore, As ye. have j 
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— Teſus the Lord, ſo. walk Yen bin 


conſatt, make one another * Prov. xxvü. 17. 


t 6 1 


rooted and built up in him, Col. ii. 6. O let Paul! 


ſtudy be your ſtudy, Phil. iii. 10. Nat 1 may 


know him! O that I may know the power of his. re 
ſurrection, and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, being 
made conformable to his death ! What was this great 


man's ſtudy all his days? It was to know Chriſt; 
not ſimply the facts of his ſuffering, death, and re. 


ſurrection; but the power ; that is, the efficacy of 


Re] them in being dead to fin, as he was; and i in his be. 
ig raiſed to neuneſs of life, as he was. Paul was 
brought up at the feet of Gamaliel; and profited in 


the Jewiſh religion above his aha: but 2when i 
pleaſed God to reveal his Son in him, he laid it all aſide, 


as loſs and dung; verſe 8. I count all things loſs for 


the knowledge of Feſas Chriſt my Lord, The know: 
ledge of Chriſt is our ſublimeſt, our greateſt learn- 
ing: in all other learning, even devils: may excel 
men ; but it is life eternal to know Chriſt, and the 
Father who ſent him. The doctrine of the antient 
philoſophers, although extolled highly by many, 
brought nothing but ſpeculation to their hearers: 


whereas the doctrine of the goſpel brings a Saviour 
and falvation to us; and therefore, let our hearts 
with our lips and lives ſay, God forbid we ſhould 
glory in any other thing ſuve in the croſs of Chriſt : 
"for all things pertaining to life and gadlineſs, are 


gives to us through the knowledge of bim. 


I would ſhut up this addreſs to Jou, by offering | 


you the three following Aduices. wm 
I. If you would grow in grace, keep gab company, 


the company of thoſe. that evidence themſelves to be 
© . Chriſtians in heart, Heb. x. 24. As ill men, in com- 


bination, make one another worſe; fo good men, in 
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2. Read 8 the good Book, the book of 


Chriſt. John v. 39. Search the ſcriptures, ſays our 
Lord, for theſe are they which teſtify of me. And as 
ye read other books, obſerve in them every thing ! 
eim that tends to explain the Bible, which tend to point 
seat your ſouls to Chriſt, and the things above. The 


books, the old and new Teſtament of our Lord Jeſus 4 


riſt; 4 which are fawn thickeſt with hints of this 
| re. kiod, let theſe be your favourite books; ſuch as 'a 


/ of ſound expoſition of the booksof inſpiration ; and the 
; be. lires of godly perſons: ſacred biography i is very u p- 
ſtirring to the godly reader, © | 


diary,” a day-book, noting down therein what paſſes 


you, and your carriage to God: and dy this method 
you will perceive your declenſion, or progreſs in re- 
ow. Nligion. How carefully have ſome of our country- 
arn ; men and women obſerved God's dealings with their 
ſouls, and recorded them for our uſe! Bleſſed! are 


love and Rindneſs of the Lord, Pſal. cvii. 43. | 
ent BY Laftly, I muſt addreſs ſuch as have not the truth 
ny, of grace; who are not as yet en yt ee 
ers: What ſhall I ſay unto you? I 
our 1. 1 muſt ſay, this promi/e belongs 15 to you: ye 
arts muſt be planted, before ye can grow; ye muſt be 
14 nted in the houſe of the Lord, before ye can grow * 
7 like a cedar: e muſt be planted in Chriſt, the good: 
nan of the houſe, before ye can grow like a cedar i in 
are Lebanon: I fay, ye muſt be united to Chriſt by 
aich; for, as in Col. ii. 19. He is the head, from 
ng | which all the body, by joints and bands, having nouriſh« 
rent miniſtred, and knit together, increaſeth with the 
*. rncreaſe of Gad. A wooden leg, though externally 
be knit to a man's body, yet is not a member of it, and 
mee has no nouriſhment; and therefore grows Dok 
in Nevertheleſs deſpair not; for, | 
7. 2. 1 muſt en on fe died Jer theungod! ly, Rom. v. 6. 


3. If your time and capacity will admit, keep a 1 5 


betwixt God and your fouls; God's dealing with _ 05 


they who obſerve theſe things, they ſhall gems mo the 1 . 
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 fimite the king only. Verſe 4. The ſaying pleaſed' Abjalay 
well. He was well pleaſed to have his father killed! 
and yet, cbap. xvili. 5: his father commanded the offs 
cers to nk parts fer Kee Pile with the young man; 
eren with Ab/olom. Never was natural hatred toy 
father ſo ſtrong as in Abſolom; and never was na 
tural affection to a child ſo ſtrong as in David. Hen 
is a reſemblance of man's wickedneſs towards God 
and God's mercy towards man; of which, it is hard 
to ſay which is the moſt amazing. David was a type 
of Chriſt. O the unmeaſurable mercy of Chriſk, 
who died for his enemies, prayed for his murderers, 
who received grace for men of the worſt character 
Pſal. Ixviii. 18. He received gifts for men, even fol 
' the rebellious alſo ; that is, for thoſe who are enemits 
in their minds by wicked works : and why? that tht 
Lord God might dwell among us ; that the holy co 
who: is the Lord God, might dwell among u 
as John iv. 14. 
3. 1 muſt ſay, deſpair not; for dag this condi 
tional promiſe belongs not to you, yet the abſolts 
promiſe belongs unto yon, Acts ii. 29. The: promiſe 
1s to. you, and to your children, to them that are-afas 
off, etc. What promiſe? I anſwer, that promiſe, 
will be a Cad to thee, and to thy ſeed after thee :. ſay 
not, this promiſe is not to me; refuſe not the offer; 
if ye do, the Lord pity you; for ye are as like the 


1 


with thee ? It is the command of God that ye believes 
' Refuſe the Son of God if you dare. I charge you 


upon your peril, not to hold back your heart from 


Chriſt. Thus faith the Lord, Thou ſhall have no othes 
. Gods before me: I am the Lord thy Cad, and require 
thee, by faith, to claim me as thy God. Is your 


heart ſaying, Behold I come to thee, for thou art thi ) 


Lord my God. Then, then, are ye joined to the Lordi 
and clothed with his F and * grom 


25pm Lebanon, 3 
FCC © Os wo 


